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\ MO NG the ſeveral | grievances 
we complain of in this our 


diſtreſſed nation, which are cer- 
tainly not a few, there is not one, 
| perhaps, of a more alarming 1 na- 


ture, or that calls more loudly for 


redreſs, than the oppreſſive burden 


we labour under in inkaining 


our ä 


Tux yearly em raiſed for iht 


purpoſe is enormous; and yet the 


B poor 


1 Þ 
poor i in "this Kingdom are, In ge- 
neral, ſo diffatisfied, as to ſhew 
an'incliration © to ere tieir ha- 
tive country, whenever the leaft 
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alluring bait is hung out to ſeduce 
them. The houſes of induſtry, 


| erected in ſome places, have cer- 
* 4 1 * 
tain ly "done ſervice ; ; but conhily- 


TH 3 4 
apy 4th objec tions have been made to 


2 


; $3 (11) 448 
them, a nd it is much to be feared, 
— * 34 31 . tl E 10 
* that whenever gent emen of c a- 
racter, in the neighbourhood, Tay 
101 e El) 
ceale to inſpect them, they w 


Hiho te 114 


| become great nuifances, 


Ir is much to his wiſhed, my 


; Lord, that a ſpirit of induſtry, and 


a dehire « bt living "with  lome deg ree © 


s 55 edit: cout he excited a ate 


: 15 | the 


$4 1 
the pogr.jin, the, f. eciye , pariſhes - 
of this, kingdom. This would, go 
furrhef towards redieſling this great 
exil, than moſt. of thoſe large an 
extenhye. plays of management and 
ieee that have hitherto 
fd propoſed, . It is obſervable, 
hat the. pogy, arg. nor. ſufficiently 
dependent; upgy, the, principal in- 
Aae of the. plages where they 
dell, to, think. ie. Vorth while to 
id their. favour. by a good con- 
dy@, One general, idea, prevails 
among them, viz, that a large ſum 
9 money li lies in the hands o of the 


210 


pariſh-olhcers, þ ſufficient to anſwer. 


all their wants, ang, chereſore, 
G U. 1 311.9: 


15 ſhould Kid, be backward, upon 
| x go 


- + +44 we we 3 


4 71 
occaſion, i in applying | for their ſhare 
of it? Upon the ſtrength of this 
perſuaſion, a man of a very profli- 
gate life, who ſpends all he can 
come at in drink, has recourſe to 
his officer, without ſcruple,” and 
demands relief; and, if expoſtu- 
lated with, or reproved for his ir- 
regularities, will immediately ſum- 
mon him before a magiſtrate, 


| knowing, that if he does not fuc- 


ceed, he fuffers no other i inconve- 


nience but the loſs of his labour. 
It is amazing what needleſs trouble 


is hence created to pariſh-officers 
in general; might it not be expe- 
dient,. whenever the perſon apply- 
ing is found to deſerve no relief, 


for 


1 3 1 
for the magiſtrate to fix ſome pu- 
niſhment” upon him for his 1 imper- 
tinence, and, by this means, pre- 
vent the great number of frivolous 
applications Fives a5 K ſubmit to 


N wiſdoin, 
Not © 


— greater encouragement. ſhould 
always be given, both in, the diſ- 
tribution pf our private, favours 
and the allotment of our public 
collections, to the induſtrious and 
ſober," when they fall into misfor- 
tunes, and ſue for relief, than to 
the remarkably idle and vicious ; 
but this, for the moſt part, is not 
the caſe, at leaſt when application 
is made to the Fw officers of the 
Non. 4 pariſh ; 
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patſſh. 5 fc they, having, begn 
roughly trrateci by the. inſolence of 
many of the poor, ſet, their faces 
too much agaiuſt them all, without 
making Proper diſtinctions; | N 
which means, the timid, and the 


modeſt, who are generally the moſt 
deſerving,” ſoon drop their preten- 
Hons, and retire in ſilence; whilſt 
the bold and intrepid perſiſt, and 
are ſuccefsful. JL This . great 
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"How the e ee to 
induſtty and good behaviour among 
into execution a ſcheme that has 
lately been much ſpoken off viz. 
n to their benefit ſome of 

; thoſe 
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thifowafteZHinids, ith Which' this 
eviititiy in T6 Matty places aboutids. 
If 4 Portion of four br five'acres of 
fuci land were to be given to thoſe 
families in a pariſh, wllich the 
Major part of the inhabitants Mould 
think moſt dkſerving, it would cer- 
tainly induce all, in gefieral, to be 
More careful of their cbnduct. 1 
would Pröpoſe, that the groufid 
Th6ifta be firſt Cleated out and 
Tehced, and put into ſbme tölerable 


each of the farttibrs Cofitfibüting a 


be gcler, ät the ex pence of che parith, 


few days of libour'ts'thir Purpoſe, 


after which the vctpier ſibuld pay 
one Alling an "Here yearly to tlie 
ommon Were 


# 5 
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contiguous to the place. of habitas 
tion (which \ would be to be wiſhed, 


and might, in time, perhaps, be 


the general caſe, as the, preſent 


cottages ſhould fall into decay, 
then let a ſmall part of it be laid 
out in an orchard and garden, and 
the reſt in graſs ground, Which 


ſhould never be broken up, but by 


conſent of the pariſhioners, as it 
would be beſt that the man ſhould 
continue at his day- labour, and the 


produce of the little farm be left 


to the management a the wiſe. 


In ſome pariſhes, the quantity of 


waſte-land is but ſmall ; in others, 


very large; perhaps a portion might 


be taken from one, for the accom- 


modation of ſeveral that are conti- 
guous; 


13 
guous; but this muſt be left to 
the diſcretion of the commiſ- 
| fioners. 


nn the occupier of theſe, 
few acres dies, the premiſes ſhould 
be conſidered as reverting to the 
pariſh, and a new choice be made 
of a tenant. Circumſtances muſt de- 
termine whether the widow ſhould 
be continued, or whether any other 
family more diſtreſſed ſhould be 
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It is ee to 3 3 | 


| that gentlemen. of large property 
will ſo 2 be induced to lay 


TL ww NWS. 4. # 


them into the hands 7 one te- 
| 0 | nant. 


11 

nant. Great inconveniences al iſe 
from hence to the public; the 
farm houſes, all except that in 
which the occupier dwells, will in 
courſe become habitations for cot- 
tagers, and be diſtributed into as 
many tenements as the ſize of the 
houſes will admit; every inch of 
ground will be taken from them up 
to the very walls, and nothing left 
for the poor cottagers but a path- 
way to the door of their habitation, 
with a ftri& prohibition (which is 
needleſs and ridiculous) to keep 
neither pig nor fowl. If two or 
three families, with their children, 
are thus cooped up in theſe narrow 
apartments; and the father, upon 
whoſe labour they all depend. for 

their 


[es 
their daily ſubſiſtence, ſhould be- 
_confined with fickneſs, only for a 
ſingle week; I would aſk, what 
' poſſible reſource can they have 
againſt ſtarving, but by applica- 
tion to the pariſh? Whereas, if 
three or four acres of land were al- 
lotted to each tenement, with as 
little inconvenience as poſſible to 
the farm, and fixed at a moderate 
rent by the owner himſelf, payable 
into the hands of his tenant, the 
poor cottagers, as well as the whole 
pariſh, would be gainers thereby, 
and the rent but little diminiſhed, 
if at all, to the owner of the 
farm. Nie od 


89 <4 - p , 
* . 8 , 
| I 

* 

f F : 3 * * ? q * 
1 * i : - 
* 5 5 
. n *- if g. * 3» 
ws 


1 12 ] 

1 AM not inſenſible what indig- 
nation the enraged tenant will at 
once expreſs at ſuch a propoſal ; 


he will peremptorily declare, that 


he will hire the farm upon no ſuch 
conditions; and, if he is reſolute, 
will probably gain his point, for 
theſe large undertakers are men 
riſing up into too great conſequence 
eaſily to ſubmit to oppoſition. But 
1 mention my ſcheme with the 
greater confidence, becauſe I have 


the ſanction of your Lordſhip's ex- 


ample in your own pariſh, where, 
by annexing a few acres of land to 
ſeveral of your cottages, you have 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing many poor 
families live with great comfort, 
and the farmers themſelves not diſ- 


contented ; 


1131 
contented : but I ought to obſerve, 
that your farms 8 of a0 mo- 
derate le, 21} 


's &; 
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by Amel every pariſh, there 
ſhould be a an houſe of reception far 
the aged and the orphans, with 
fire or fix a acres, of land annexed, 
ſufficient to keep two -or three 
COWS, and three or four pigs, and 
a garden planted with uſeful vege- 
tables. This would enable the 
keeper of the faid houſe to ſupport 


| thoſe that ſhould be ſent to him, at 


*. 6 o ". 


now uſually paid, and be gra 
wing to the whole pariſh. 


"Ko DESIGN « — 8 5 
mentioned, of incloſing ſome waſte⸗ 
lands 


L 41 
lands in different parts of the king- 


dom, for the purpoſe of planting 
timber for the uſe of the Royal 
Navy; it is to be wiſhed, that the 
underwoods, at the ſame time, 
ſhould be carefully preſerved, in 
order to be cut down at the proper 
ſeaſon, and given to the poor in 
the neighbouring pariſhes, at the 
diſcretion of the principal inha- 
bitants ; ; thoſe, among the poor, 
who had been convicted of breaking 
hedges and ſtealing wood, being 
always to be excluded. 


Tuxzx is frequently great room 
for complaint in the miſapplication 
of the money. collected for the 
maintenance of the poor ; not by 

| em- 


13 

embezzlements, or ' profuſe ex- 
pences at pariſh- meetings, ſach 
inſtances rarely happen in (thoſe 
places to which my preſent 'obſer- 
vations” are chiefly confined ; but 
by the inexperience or unfitneſs of 
thoſe to whom the office of over- 
ſeer of the poor is frequently com- 
mitted. » There may not be five 
perſons in the whole village pro- 
perly qualified for the execution of 
this truſt, and yet the greateſt part 
of the inhabitants, with very few 
exceptions, will readily accept this 
office in their turns; ſome, to 
give them an opportunity of mak 
ing uſe of the money depoſited in 
their hands; others, ta aſſiſt ſome 
friend in trade, in the manner of 


laying 


16 I 

laying it out; others again, for 
the pleaſute of exercifing a brief 
authority, and ſeeing [themſelves 
attended by the ſappliant poor; 
and all of them for reaſons quite 
ſoreign to the good of the pariſh. 
Would it not, therefore, tend mote 
to the public benefit, if ſome per- 
fon, of known integrity and judg- 
ment, could be prevailed upon, 
for a ſmall yearly gratuity, to ac- 
cept the office of . overſeer ? It 
would be in the power of ſuch 
à man, by prudent” management, 
to prevent many heavy expences 
from falling upon the. pariſh. He 
would know- how: to proceed in 
= moſt emergencies, without com- 
Wo, micting miſtakes ; he would. ſuffer 
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no ſtrangers to continue vithout 
bringing legal certificates; he 
would compel parents, when their 
children ſhould arrive at a proper 
age, to place them out in ſervices 
(the neglect of which, is the ſource 
of infinite miſchief); he would be 
ſo perfectly aequainted with the 


poor, as to be able to point out the 
moſt effectual methods of relieving 
them. In ſhort, ſuch a one would 


that concerned the welfare of the 
pariſh. But, to prevent him from 
exerciſing any undue authority, he 


e I. 


ent of the veſtry, and not: be Per- 


| 


© 


habits and circumſtances - of the. 


be a vigilant guardian in every thing 


ſhould. be enjoined to undertake no 
material buſineſs without the con- 


7 


* 


„ 
mitted to ſecrete any part of his ac- 
counts from thoſe who are deſirous 
of examining them; all ſhould lie 
open for general inſpection, | He 
muſt be fupported in the execution 
of his office by the principal inha- 
bitants; or, otherwiſe, the oppo- 
fition he would meet with from the 


rudeneſs of ſome of the lower 
people, or perhaps from two or 
three opinionated farmers, whom 


nothing might content but what 
was done by themſelves, would 
create an uneaſineſs that could not 
be borne: Upon the whole, Fam 
fo thoroughly perſuaded of the uti- 
lity of fuch an officer, 3 


_ .countenanced | by the pati 


Kft: under due reſtraint, that 1 am 
e f con- 


convinced it would ſoon appear 
to the ſatisfacion of all thoſe that 
ſhould make the trial. 


II is a matter ot tra difficulty 
to find out the propereſt method of 


viſited with ſickneſs; if the neigh- 


bouring apothecary has unlimited 


| them, as often as they think pro- 
per to apply, it would create an 
expence that the pariſh would not 
be able to ſupport; if an agree- 
ment is made with him to attend 

all the ſick poor in general that are 
recommended by the overſeer, at 


ally the caſe, and that upon the 


aſſiſting the poor when they are 


orders to adminiſter medicines to 


a certain fixed ſum, which is uſu- 


D 2 loweſt 


1 
loweſt terms he can be prevailed 
upon to accept, then there is almoſt 

a moral certainty that they will be 

frequently neglected. I know: of 

no method to prevent it, but for 
the overſcer kindly to exert his 
authority, in ſeeing that thoſe to 
whom he gives an order ſhall not 
be e 


8 0c1nTIES called Boo Ohhh, 
mould be greatly encouraged; 
they were inſtituted by the poor 
themſelves, and have ſaved great 
expences to many pariſhes, when 
the ſubſcribers have been chene 
| "y a tedious ſiekneſs. 


75 _ Gaza 
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Gnxtar care ſhould be conſtantly 
taken, to place out the youths of 
both ſexes at proper ſervices, as 
ow as their ages will permit, 


| Wine neglect of this, as 1 inti- 
2 mated: juſt; now, is productive of 
infinite miſchief; habits of idleneſs 
are contracted at home, which 
-rendering them unfit for ſervile 
labour, they ſoon become neceſ- 
ſitous; and, if they marry, never 


time, to ſue to the pariſh for relief: 
whereas, if they continue for ſome 
years in ſervice, they are able to 
provide themſelves the common 


neceſſaries of furniture before they 
mary; 2 both having been ha- 
fronnat bdituated 


fail, within a very ſhort ſpace of 


t 8:8 
bituated to induſtry, ſeldom fail to 
live comfortably, and n. 1 
cently £76 their families.” os 


Bor to introduce tha, or any 
other uſeful regulations in a pariſh, 
it is neceflary there ſhould be a 
mutual good agreement among the 
inhabitants, which (with concern 
it muſt be ſpoken) is frequently 
wanting in many villages; animo- 
f ities and diſſentions preventing all 
efforts towards promoting the ge- 
neral good. Indeed chis harmony 
when the gentleman, who is poſ- 
ſeſſed of the property of the pariſh, 
thinks it matter af oonſciencious 

"ih to reſide as much:as poſſible 
amongſt. 


. 


[ 23 J 


authority in eee their gene- 
ral benefit. | 


"A ut I muſt again take 
leave to bring your Lordlhip's J own 


4 


pariſh into a precedent, where, by 
the influence you have over your 


tenants, an influence founded upon 


eſteem and regard, as well as awe, 


a general good agreement ſeems to 
prevail, and all things are conducted 


with unanimity : they readily con- 


cur in whatever is propoſed for the 
benefit of the whole, as well know- 


ing this i is the only method of ſen 


curing your Lordſhip'; s favour, FE 


Tus advantage of ſuch a mutual 
N n from the un 


. * 


. his tenants, and to uſe his : 


*F 


* — * 
. 
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happy conitralt in 2 e 
pariſh ; where the great man, who 
is the proprietor, diveſting himſelf 


of all regard for the welfare of his 
tenants, never interferes in their 


' public buſineſs ; ; for which reaſons 
it comes to paſs, that each endea- 
vouring to take the rule, wg 
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their 
veſtry· meetings are all clamour and 
co confuſion; conſtant miſtakes ae 
made, whereby needleſs expences 
are incurred, and the poor are, in 
general, neglected and miſerable; 3 
and although the village does not 
exceed that of your "Lordſhip's . 
either in limits or number of inha- 
bitants, the levies are ſaid to be 
double. No greater misfortune 
can happen to a community, than 

5 a "4 


„„ 

for each man to be permitted to 
follow his own wayward inclina- 

tions. A reſtraint ſhould be laid 
upon the perverſe paſſions of men, 
both for their own. ſakes, and the 
benefit of thoſe that dwell near 
them. Nor i is ſuch a reftraint in- 
compatible with the idea of liberty; 
for liberty, ſubject to no controul, 
is licentiouſneſs, producing anarchy 
and confufion, and frequently end- 
ing in downright deſpotiſm. And, 
although we might not venture to 
recommend ſuch an exertion of 
power in the government of the 
nation at large, yet furely no dan- 
gerous conſequences are to be ap- 

prehended, when it is made uſe of 
in private pariſhes ; f far from it, 


E | na- 


1 


nothing appears more evident, that, 


unleſs gentlemen of property and 


rank will take to themſelves ſome 


ſhare of trouble in their ſeveral 
diſtricts, we muſt be an undone 
people ; for: it is not only the miſ- 
conduct of parochial. affairs, occa- 
ſioned by the perverſe humours of 
thoſe that compoſe veſtries, that 
wants tot be rectified; but the 
wretchedneſs of the poor, and con- 
ſequently the enormous burden of 


maintaining them, are daily aug- 


mented by the increaſing profligacy 
of their lives ; 


ners has l its way even into 


our moſt retired villages. Former- 


ly the ſequeſtered life of the peaſant 


was conſidered as the preſervative 


of 


degeneracy of man- 


[ 27 J 


of his morals. Vice and immora- 


lity were looked upon as the at- 
tendants upon great and populous 
cities, while the happier ruſtics 
were thought to breathe a purer 
and leſs infected air: but it is not 
ſo now; whether, indeed, this is 
occaſioned by the more frequent 
intercourſe with the metropolis 
than formerly, or by habits con- 
tracted by thoſe that have ſerved in 
the militia, or by the great increaſe 
every where of publick ale-houſes, 
may be difficult to determine. 
Doubtleſs many cauſes have con- 
tributed to this general profligacy; 
but no one, I am perſuaded, more 
forcibly, than the remarkable 
neglect of religious worſhip on 

| | ; RR 
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1 8 1 
the ſabbath. Hence it comes to 
paſs, that the lower claſs of our 
people are, in general, as ignorant 
of the common principles of their 
duty, as the unenlightened heathen; 
and act under no other reſtraint 
than a fear of puniſhment from the 
laws of the land, which yet they 
always flatter themſelves with the 
hopes of eſcaping. . Will men of 
this diſpoſition; think ye, make 
any ſeruple in throwing themſelves 
for relief upon a pariſh; and; if 
their wants are not fatisfied, will 
they heſitate to take that by open 
violence, which their wretched 
averſion to labour will not ſuffer 
them to acquire by honeſt induſtry? 
Is it matter of aſtoniſhment, under 
this 


UF 

this view of things, either that a 
conſtant increaſe is made in our 
levies for the poor, or that an 
open - invaſion of our properties, 
ſhould become the ſubject of fo 
general a complaint? I am not in- 
ſenſible, indeed, that other cauſes 
contribute to the frequency of rob- 
beries in and about our great me- 
tropolis, amongſt which, doubtleſs, 
that bewitching fondneſs for gam- 
ing, that ſeems to have pervaded all 

= orders and ranks of men, has the 

| largeſt ſhare ; but I am confining 
my obſervations to our country vil- 
lages, and will go on to ſay, that 
without very great exertions on the 
part of thoſe who: have it in their 
power to apply ſome remedy, we 


muſt 


[ 30 1 
muſt feel the effects of our wretch- 
ed ſituation in a total ruin. It is 
greatly to be lamented, that many 
well-diſpoſed perſons are contented 
with bewailing in ſecret, the miſery 


that is coming upon us, without 
thinking it incumbent upon them 
to attempt a reformation, as con- 
cluding things to be paſt recovery, 
Something indeed they ſay might be 
hoped. for, if our preſent ſyſtem of 


laws for the regulation of the poor 
Were totally abrogated, and a new 
one adopted in their room. But 
do theſe men well conſider, how 
dangerous all experiments are, eſ- 
pecially i in plans of ſo extenſive a 
nature, as theſe now. propoſed ? 
nden, without dwelling upon 

this 


* 


n 
this ſubject, I will only aſk, what 
can the beſt enacted laws in the 
world do for us, if they are not 
properly executed ? Ought we not 
firſt to be convinced, by a ſufficient 
trial, that the preſent are defeQive, 
before we venture upon an altera- 
tion? And has it been made 
to appear that this is the caſe ? 
No; I do not know that this 
has been attempted, | Let us, 
therefore, without indulging any 
longer in fruitleſs complaints, and 
caſting the blame where it certainly 
ought not to lay, endeavour each 
of us to exert ourſelves to the ut- 


moſt of our power in our ſeveral 
capacities, under the direction of 
our preſent laws, and, I am con- 


\ fdent, 
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dent, things would ſoon wear a 
very different ape. =» 


Lux us begin with aiming at cor- 
recting the morals of our people, 
from whence originate the evils we 
complain of. Now this, I would 
hope, in country retizements, is 
as yet far from being impracticable. 
Certainly, if the man af property 
in the pariſh will cordially unite 
with the miniſter and a few of the 
principal inhabitants, there will be 
no great difficulty in compelling 
thoſe that are dependents upon 
them, duly to attend the publick 
worſhip of God on the ſabbath 3 

and, when they are aſſembled there, 
dqubtleſa no N wth be ſpared, 
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by the preacher to convince them 
of the infinite importance of a re- Fo 
ligious life, and that by argument 9 
beſt ſuited to their capacities. This 


foundation being laid, if the 


monthly meetings, | enjoined by the 


law, are regularly attended, and 
each man brings with him a ſin- 
cere deſire of contributing all in 


his power to the publick good, 


how eaſily might every growing 
evil in the pariſh be corre@ed in 


the bud ! thoſe families that were 


degenerating into idlegeſs might 
2 * 


in vicious habits; and thoſe that 


were induſtrious, encouraged to 
proceed with viggur; and each 
A doe 
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be reformed, before they were fixed 
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